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2015 MS RLI President, Brent McMillan, A.L.C. President's Address

Recap of Feb. 10, 2015 RLI
) Meeting
| want to thank you all for electing me as your 2015 s

MS Chapter of RLI President. | am humbled and
honored to serve you this year. | know this will be
another great year for RLI. We are working to
continue to provide you with all the opportunities
and information needed to help you be successful
in the land business. We are currently in talks with
several excellent speakers that will provide us with
CE and more importantly, vast knowledge related
to land and real estate. We are also in talks with
the Alabama Chapter trying to organize a joint

Hello Everyone!



meeting with them, just to name a few. So please
come join us at our next meeting and bring a friend.
| look forward to seeing you all!

Respectfully,

Brent McMillan, A.L.C.
2015 MS RLI President

upcoming events

RLI Chapter Meeting

Thursday, April 16, 2015

10 a.m to 12: p.m including lunch
MAR Building

4274 Lakeland Drive

Flowood, MS 39232

$20 fee

RSVP to Glenda Gilmer
Phone: 601-932-5241 x11

T o N i o 1 Gy O SO
MEASISTHIEVOICEIO REOLESTLY in MISsiSs :

Notes from Feb. 10, 2015 MS RLI Meeting

The speaker for the Mississippi Realtors Land Institute meeting held in
Jackson on February 10, 2015 was Tedrick Ratcliff, Jr. the Executive
Vice President of the Mississippi Forestry Association.

According to their website "MFA's Vision is to serve as the "Voice of
Forestry" in Mississippi. Our Mission is leading diverse groups to



promote landowner rights, environmental stewardship, member
prosperity, and community understanding. MFA members and staff
work to accomplish our Mission by conducting public affairs,
communication, and education programs that will foster better
understanding and appreciation of conservation, development, and
use of forestland and resources.

Mississippi Forestry Association, organized in 1938, is a not-for-profit
organization representing a broad range of members in Mississippi's
forestry community such as timberland owners, professional
foresters, logging contractors, forest products manufacturers, wood
fiber suppliers, state and federal agencies, and suppliers of products
and services."

The MFA has over 3000 members representing the entire supply chain
from landowners to mills and every service provider in between.
Advocacy, education and outreach are their three main goals.

In regards to legislation, they have been involved on the Federal, State
and Local levels. On the Federal level, the MFA is currently concerned
regarding the potential listing of the northern long eared bat and the
black pine snake as threatened under the Endangered Species Act and
its impact on forest landowners.

On the State level, the MFA concentrates on any pending legislation
regarding landowner rights, transportation and taxation. Of particular
concern to this group might be SB2589 which concerns the sale of
property by nonresidents and will require the closing agent or seller to
withhold for income taxes rather than the buyer.

Locally, MFA is always concerned about the condition of our rural
transportation infrastructure including roads and bridges and the
impact they have on the forest industry.

Tedrick went over a few facts about forestry and landowners in
Mississippi:

The average size landholding is 40-50 acres.

e« There are 19.80 million acres of timberland in the state, which is
equal to 64% of the state's land base.

o Of this, 45% is pine, 40% is hardwood and 15% is mixed stands.

e« The economic impact to the state is $12,000,000,000 per year.

« 51% of the landowners are over age 65, 40% are between ages
45-64.

e According to the National Woodland Survey the top seven



reasons for owning family forests are ranked as follows:
Beauty and Scenery

Family Heritage

Privacy

Nature Protection

Connected to home or cabin

Investment

Hunting or fishing

NoohkrwhE

Tedrick gave a very good presentation and answered quite a few
guestions from the membership. At the end of his presentation, he
went over the benefits of membership in the MFA. Besides a quarterly
magazine (with ample advertising opportunities) members receive two
electronic updates per month for field days, workshops and forestry
iIssues. During the legislative session, a weekly email is sent to the
members.

There are many affordable membership categories available, either as
an individual or a business. To discuss membership, please call
Tedrick at 601-354-4936. His email address is tratcliff@msforestry.net.
Additional information is available on the MFA website at
www.msforestry.net



mailto:tratcliff@msforestry.net
http://www.msforestry.net/
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Employment and Wage Summary
ACCOUNTS FOR MERRLY

FORESTRY AND FORESTRY-RELATED ENPLOYVENT:
BILLION
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70,000 $34BILLoN

TOTAL JOBS # 1N MissIssipey

Forestry and the Economy
Finber [s a very kmporctant part
of Mississippl's aconamy.
* The value o imber harvestingin
Mliss ssippl has averaged in excess of
21 bilhion per year over the past 20 years

Miss 2t ppi forests provida recreatbonal
coport.nities, encourage tourism

and créate envitonmentsl benefits

such as excellent water quakty, cleaner air,
improved vildiife habaat and the storage of
atmospheric carbon

Fromoting sustsinabis focest managemant
reforastaton after harvest, and keeping
forests procuciive have straleac long-leim
benafits for Mssissipo.

-

Mississippi is “First in Forestry”

Thanks to MFA..

» Smam tunced green bullangs must equally
moognze all forest certification programs

* Miss seippi was the fist state in the

nation to estakbeh a reforestadon tax
credt heloing landowners with expenses
associaled with the stewarcstup of forest
1and anc encowsgng them to replant after
haivest Mississipp Foresiry Association
8ndits partrars worksd wiih the state
lagisature to ircrease the tax credit's
Iatsre limit from $10,000 10 §75 000

Mississipgs (anks nurniber one (s the nation
I* the rumber of Cersfied Tree Farms
undar the Amercan Tree Farm System
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MISSISSIPPI FORESTRY ASSOC

Sustainable Forestry Initiative”

Sustainable Foreslry lnitiative® (SF)) inc. is ore of the largest
sustainable forestry cerSificabon programs in the world and s

Logger Education ~ Nississippi's Continuing Education for
Professional Loggers program greserts workshops in Best

devolsd to responsible forest management. The certifs
standard is based on ponciples that promote sustainable forest
managament, iIncluding measures to protect water quality,
biogiversidy. wildlife habital, species al nsk, and Forests with

Excepbonal Canservation Value,
MS SF™ [~
1 forestry in

by growing and nurtiring forests for
» Clean air and water
» Sail conservaton
» Healthy ano abundant widlife
and fish hatiiats
» Qutdoor recreation

www.sfiprogram.org

SFI Activities in Mississippi

Inconsistent Practices — Inconsistant practices are any sclivites
conducted by SF| participants that are not consistent with SF
Sta: In M pec. an SFIImpk ) Committas
(SIC) has developed a confidential process lo receive respond
to. and follow up on any comp'ants. To repoart an inconsistant
praclice. contact the MS-SIC at 862.325.1785.

Landowner Education - Sevanty-tive parcent of the forest land n
Mississippi 13 cwned by private individuals and families Duning
and aftar the timber sales process. SF| program participants
encourage private nen-ndustnal lendowners who sell imber

to follow volurtary BMPs for the protection of water and sdo
quety and repiant their smbariand Tha MS-SIC slso sponsors
landowner education programs that are conducted by the
Extension Forastry Program of Mississippl State Univarsaty

M ent Pra {3MPs) and harvest planning. communicating
and working with e pablic, business management and safety.
Snos the program began in 1686, more than 840 workshops have

been held for mere than 31,000 partaoants

Public Qutreach — Thare are several inkatves in place to
Inareass public awsranass of sustainasie forestry The MSSIC
supports progects that am to acucate the publc and youth about
the importance of forest Industry in Messissipps and the banefits
of sustanabie forestry. A few of these projects include a Student
Architecture Tour, Boy Scouls Forastry Merit Badge traming,
Teachars Consenmbon Warkshaps, Project Learmirg Tree, and
support of 4-+ and F FA forasiry judging compabibons.

Mississippi Forestry Foundation

The Mississionl Forestry Foundation serves as the chantable anm
of MFA by supparting educationsl, |iterary, scientific, and chantabis
goals that benefl Mississippians

Teachers Consenvation Workshops

MSY Forest Resourcas Student Scholarships
Project Learning Trae

Massissppe Children’s Museum

Mssissipp Museumn of Netural Soence
Forest Arson Reward

\ 50 48 AA olx, =

The toiel value of Mississippl’'s imber harvest par year Ia over
£1 bilan. Forestry accounts far 8. 5% of all jobs in Mississiopl
Teaching our youth about the forestry industry s essental 10
our state's future
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AGCREDIT

Financing Life, Outside the City Limits!
1.800.449.5742 « SouthernAgCredit.com

First South

Farm Credit

4 MI;SISSIPPI
= LAND BANK

Financing Solutions For Land & Life
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015VJkNmvAPvjKYNie6RrY_E6kqCDfSrrjHlKBaDgFDGj6Iz5WH-r9Ns1WPlrJfNcDtk4g3bte4Y9M6rWyirTdQQoYKiicbTHmSGZO8SKAeXF8m2mtUWlwMN4K-1zHo7k4LZDSQPR7UxJeu915AqD55xXEQ1IhybfitrZpojNj57_F05BnGXk9dw==&c=_z1yfnMUoCVAE-u2AXlUXYi10ByTtzj3Jhzi3Jg6MB395kJU1ynQZw==&ch=pOcxBg7bx5rPCMwYzw9uI6QjDpvFcYRsRgP9dyBl7g8v-cqrNa_xXQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015VJkNmvAPvjKYNie6RrY_E6kqCDfSrrjHlKBaDgFDGj6Iz5WH-r9Ns1WPlrJfNcDnGhXuz5HmlXDNJ33_pQIFyzknYhit35GSzv-PlzOxQJFvJA7HgWeSqHYPyJKlNtLVcUCejd6Y22O-QYsUJ5R3yQSIciz_byuE9uC3Mi7MY0rWy-lKIi7oGpSkwJ7esKfMk76FvS53ro=&c=_z1yfnMUoCVAE-u2AXlUXYi10ByTtzj3Jhzi3Jg6MB395kJU1ynQZw==&ch=pOcxBg7bx5rPCMwYzw9uI6QjDpvFcYRsRgP9dyBl7g8v-cqrNa_xXQ==

